Questionnaire for CO26 Association Rallies 2012
By the time you receive this questionnaire Christmas and the New Year will have been celebrated and some of us may have visited the Boat Show at Excel and we are now looking forward to the sailing year ahead.

The days are getting longer and we are already starting to think of the maintenance and improvements/additions to our yachts in readiness for the new sailing season and warmer days and perhaps what we plan to do.

The 45th Anniversary at Lymington was a great success and at that time many of us thought that more consideration should be given to organising well publicised rallies with adequate advance notice for all members.
So, the purpose of this questionnaire is to collectively determine the various locations we would like to visit.

We all cruise our local areas and some of us further afield, however there are places that we would like to visit, but would not undertake on our own for many reasons.  So cruising in company gives us all a degree of assurance if we know that skippers with us in the fleet have local knowledge and have done this all successfully before and in terms of risk management and safety our risk levels should be reduced.

For instance how many of us would not face the Alderney Race on our own or the unfamiliar nature of the Atlantic swells on passage to the Scilly Islands.  Crossing Traffic Separation Schemes on passage to France can be daunting or indeed just visiting a foreign port.

So cruising in company on these rallies will broaden our experience and hopefully improve our seamanship and self confidence and also bring the CO26 members into closer contact and above all to have fun and enjoyment.

Members are invited to mark up the questionnaire spread sheet attached to this message with preferred rally locations and this will be collated into the top three rallies where we have consensus. The number of days needed for the more distant locations if selected should be considered with respect to your own availability.
Clearly some members are already away on extended cruises or are located in other countries however there will no doubt be availability on other yachts for anybody who wants to sail with others.

Please return your completed questionnaire to me within 15 days from the date of this email and also take this opportunity to update the individual information for your CO26.

David Houlton
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